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ELECTION/RESTRICTION 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-16, drawn to a method for synthesizing organic compound, classified in 
class 532, subclass 1+ 

II. Claims 17-26, drawn to a method for separating a liquid, classified in class 530, 
subclass 412. 

III. Claims 27-32, drawn to an apparatus comprising a centrifuge and a computer, 
classified in class 435, subclass 283. 1+. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Groups I and II, the methods as grouped are independent and distinct, each from the other 
because they represent different inventive endeavors. The method of solid synthesis of Group I 
(claims 1-16) can be used in synthesis of peptides or nucleic acids ; the method of separating a 
liquid of Group II (claims 17-26) can be used in separating or removing or purifying a biological 
material by centrifugation. Thus, the methods of Groups I and II are independent and distinct 
inventions which differ in material makeup and composition requiring different reaction 
conditions. Hence, Groups I and II differ in method steps, parameters and purposes used, and as 
such, one does not require the other for ultimate use and is capable of separate manufacture, use 
and sale, and is novel and patentable over each other. 
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Inventions I or II and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to 
practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process 
as claimed can be practiced by another materially different apparatus such as the use of a manual 
centrifuge without a sensor or a computer for separating layers of immiscible or partially miscible 
liquids. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification and because the searches for the 
individual groups are not coextensive, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

If Applicant elects Group I (a method for synthesizing organic compound), claims 1 and 
10 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably distinct species comprising the following 
species: 

Species I, wherein the organic compound is a polymer of amino acids (peptides) as claimed in 
claims 3 and 15, classified in class 530, subclass 333. 

Species II, wherein the organic compound is a polymer of nucleic acids (nucleoside) as claimed in 
claims 4 and 16, classified in class 435, subclass 91. 1+. 
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If Applicant elects Species I, (i.e., synthesis of peptides of claims 3 and 15), then claims 1- 
2 and 5-14 will be examined along the elected Species I. If Applicant elects Species II, (i.e., 
synthesis of nucleoside of claims 4 and 16), then claims 1-2 and 5-14 will be examined along the 
elected Species II. Applicant is further required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed 
species, and to list all claims readable thereon including those subsequently added. 

Should Applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
Applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
Examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Abdel A. Mohamed whose telephone number is (703) 308-3966. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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Art Unit: 1653 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Low, can be reached on (703) 308-2923. The appropriate fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 3084242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 




r.-HM0L0GY CENTER 1600 


Mohamed/AAM 
March 14, 2001 


